
UPFEH19 Ancent Mediterranean Encounters and Imperialism 
 
UPF Hispanic and European Studies Program 
3 credits 

1. Descripción  

This course will examine the nature and complexity of interactions between the 
regions of the Mediterranean during the second and the first millennia BC. This is a 
particularly complex phenomenon both archaeologically and historically, since it is 
related with a great deal of political, social and linguistic diversity. What is clear, is 
that the cultural florescence of the Ancient Mediterranean civilizations had its 
origins in a series of colonial entanglements beginning first in the eastern 
Mediterranean. Minoan and Mycenaean communities began to establish links with 
Egypt and the Near East in the first centuries of the II millennium BC. From then, 
over a period spanning more than two thousand years, and ending with the Roman 
conquest, colonists, merchants, sailors and conquerors sought to benefit from the 
commercial and cultural opportunities provided by the riches of the eastern, central 
and western Mediterranean.  

The cumulative effects of the contacts between colonists and native populations 
was to have profound effects on the subsequent development of the cultures of the 
Mediterranean. During the II and the I millennia BC the indigenous societies 
underwent an important set of transformations, increasing social differentiation and 
an accelerating urbanization that was to have multiple and profound effects in all 
spheres of life. Collectively, it is the cumulative effects of these culture contacts 
along with the changes and continuities that accompanied their presence, that are 
implicated in the making of ancient Mediterranean.  

In order to shed light on the nature of these colonial encounters, and to situate 
them within the larger context of trans-Mediterranean cultural and commercial 
relations, the course will identify a number of themes so as to isolate some of the 
most important political, economic and societal processes underpinning native-  
 
2. Contents  
1: The Mediterranean basin: conquest, commerce and navigation.  
2: Minoan and Mycenanean palacial civilizations.  
3. Phoenician Colonies in the Western Mediterranean.  
4. Origins and cultural developments in ancient Etruria.  
5. Tartessus, orientalising civilization of Southern Iberia.  
6: The emergence of the Greek polis.  
7: The establishment of Greek settlements in the Mediterranean. 
8: Indigenous Societies of the Western Mediterranean: The Iberian cultural mosaic.  
9: The Mediterranean in the third century BC: Carthage and the Roman Conquest of 
the Western Mediterranean.  
10: The Romanization of the Mediterranean 
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6. Mediterranean Archaeology Websites and Links  
Ancient Near East: http://www.ancientneareast.net  
Comprehensive portal site with information and useful links concerning the 
archaeology, ancient history, art and religion of the region.  
Classics and Mediterranean archaeology: http://classics.lsa.umich.edu  
Vast number of links to websites concerning projects, texts, sites, etc. Use the 
search tools rather than scrolling down the list.  
Interactive Mediterranean Project: http://iam.classics.unc. edu  
On-line atlas of the ancient Mediterranean. Clear and helpful downloadable maps 
(blank or labelled).  
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