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Topic 1. Market limitations prior to1750 
1.1. Population and resources in societies without technological change: the 
Malthusian model. Secular population fluctuations  
1.2. Restraints and incentives for agrarian development. The fragility of 
surplus. 
1.3. International commerce and imperial colonies. 

Topic 2. The Industrial Revolution in Europe (1750-1870) 
2.1. Why Europe? 
2.2. The initial stages of British industrialization. 
2.2.1. Agrarian revolution, transport and commercial intensification. 
2.2.2. The proto-industry. 
2.2.3. Changes in the volume and composition of demand for consumer goods. 
2.3. Technological and organizational changes. 
2.4. The diffusion of industrialization through continental Europe. 
2.5. Institutional change and Market developments. 
2.6. Endowment of productive factors and economic growth of the first 
industrializations.  
2.7. The demographic transition. 

Topic 3. The integration of international Economy (1870-
1913) 
3.1. Commercial policies: from mercantilism to free trade. 
3.2. The transport and communications revolutions. 
3.3. The operation of an integrated international economy: the first era of 
globalization. 
3.3.1.  International commerce. 
3.3.2. External European emigration and its implications. 
3.3.3.  International movements of capital. 
3.3.4. The Gold standard monetary system. 
3.4. Other effects of the first globalization: Agrarian crisis and the new 
colonialism. 
3.5. The second industrial revolution and the economic ascent of the United 
States.  

Topic 4. Ruptures in the international economy (1913-
1950) 
4.1. The consequences of the First world War. 
4.1.1. The economic effects of the War. 
4.1.2. The economic consequences of peace. 
4.2. The stability failure of the Twenties. 
4.3. The  disintegration of the global economy : commerce, international 
migrations and movements of capital. 
4.4. The Great depression. 
4.5. Economic recovery and commercial and monetary blocks. 
4.6. The soviet economy. 
4.7. The Second World War. 

Topic 5. Reconstruction and Growth 
5.1. Institutional basis of the post-war reconstruction. 



5.2. Bretton Woods, the cold war and the Marshall plan. 
5.3. The beginning of European integration. 
5.4. The growth factors of the great blocks in the international economy.  

Topic 6. Crisis and restructuring of the international 
economy (1973-2000) 
6.1. A structural crisis of industrialized economies: Inflation and Recession. 
6.2. The Bretton Woods failure. 
6.3. Petrol shocks. 
6.4. The debt crisis. 
6.5. The collapse of the “Real socialist” economies". 
6.6. The third technological revolution. 
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